AMOK

" cYou actually want me, the senior surgeon of this
province, to join you in concealing a crime?9

" 'Yes, that is what I want you to do.'

" 'In fact,' he said with a sneer, 'I am to help in the
hushing-up of a crime you have committed.'

" *I have given you to understand that, as far as
Madame Blank is concerned, all I have done is to try to
save her from the consequences of her own indiscretion
and someone else's crime (if you want to insist on the
word). Had I been the culprit, I should not be alive at
this hour. She has herself paid the extreme penalty, and
the miserable bungler who procured the abortion really
does not matter one way or the other. You cannot
punish the criminal without tarnishing the dead woman's
reputation, and that I will not suffer.'

" 'You will not suffer it? You talk to me as if you were
my official chief, instead of my being yours. You dare
to order me about. I had already surmised there must be
something queer when you were summoned from your
nook in the backwoods. A fine beginning you've made
of it with your attempt to interlope here. Well, all that
remains for me is to make my own investigation, and I
can assure you that I shall report exactly what I find.
I'm not going to put my name to a false certificate; you
needn't think so!'

"I was imperturbable.

" 'You'll have to, this once. If you don't, you'll never
leave the room alive.'

"I put my hand in my pocket. The pistol was not
there (I had left it in my room at the hotel), but the bluff
worked. He drew back in alarm; whereupon I made a
step forward and said, with a calculated mingling of
threat and conciliation:

" 'Look here! I shall be sorry to go to extremes, but
you'd better understand that I don't value either my life
or yours at a single stiver. I'm so far through that there's
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